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August 2020

The 2020 D.C. 
Rising sTaRs
We are pleased to present our 
2020 d.C. rising stars. seleCted 
from a Competitive pool, our 40 
honorees represent a Cross-
seCtion of praCtiCe areas.

 Describe your biggest win or accomplishment in practice.  
In 2016, I litigated a five-week mortgage-fraud trial that resulted in a $298.5 
million verdict in my client’s favor. I gave part of our side’s closing argument. 
The opportunity to look the jury in the eye, explain the fraud, and ask them 
to correct it was unforgettable.

 what was the most valuable lesson you learneD in your 
first year practicing law?  Never be intimidated. The bigger the chal-
lenge, the greater the opportunity to prove yourself. All of the most reward-
ing cases seem overwhelming at the start. Finding your footing often takes 
weeks or months, so keep pushing forward. You can learn from your mistakes, 
but only after making them.

 who is your greatest lawyer mentor anD what has he or 
she taught you?  I clerked for Judge Robert Katzmann, and he taught me 
to approach every case with dedication, humility, and kindness. Litigation is 
often hard-fought. But attorneys can achieve success for their clients only by 
appealing to others. The foundation of any such appeal is respect and decency.

 please share a brief key to your success.   You are only as suc-
cessful as those around you. Litigation is a team effort. The best attorneys not 
only produce great work, but also build up their teammates. I have benefited 
greatly from colleagues’ guidance and encouragement. I try to do the same 
for others whenever I can.

caleb hayes-Deats, 36
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